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receiving means for receiving requirements for image forming from said client 
computer; 

searching rheans for performing a search for image forming apparatuses satisfying 
said requirements fromvamong said plurality of image forming apparatuses based on said 
information items associated with image forming inherent to each of said plurality of image 
forming apparatuses, and reporting a result of said search to said client computer; 

means for receiving a user selection from said client computer for selecting one image 
forming apparatus based on said result^and 

means for transmitting, to said client computer, information items associated with 
image forming inherent to said one image forming apparatus selected, including the graphic 
layout of the operation panel of said one image forhnng apparatus selected, receiving from 
said client computer user instructions corresponding to^said information items associated 
with image forming inherent to said one image forming apWatus selected, and sending an 
image forming execution instruction to said one selected imag^forming apparatus. 



37. (Am^ded) A client computer connected to a network having a plurality of 
image forming apparatuses and a server that stores information items associated with image 
forming inherent to eadrof said plurality of image forming apparatuses, including storing a 
graphic layout of an operation panel of all of the plurality of image forming apparatuses 
connected to the network, comprising: 

" transmitting means for transmitting requirements for image forming to said server; 

receiving means for receiving a result of a search performed by said server, said 
search searching for image forming apparatuses satisfying said requirements from among 
said plurality of image forming apparatuses basbd on said information items associated with 
image forming to each of said plurality of image forming apparatuses; 
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mea^s for displaying said result of said search performed by said server; 

means fbr entering a user selection for selecting one image forming apparatus to send 
an image forming execution instruction from among said image forming apparatuses 
satisfying said requirements according to said result of said search; and 

means for receiving, from said server, information items associated with image 
forming inherent to said one image rbmiing apparatus selected, including the graphic layout 
of the operation panel of said one image fomiing apparatus selected, entering user 
instructions corresponding to said one selected image forming apparatus, and sending an 
image forming execution instruction to said serve r. 



40. (AVtended) A network system comprising: 

a client computer generating an image forming execution instruction and 
requirements for image forming; 

a plurality of image forming apparatuses; and 

a server configuredip perform a search for searching one image forming apparatus 
from among said plurality of if^age forming apparatuses in accordance with said 
requirements, 

wherein said server includes: 

means for storing information items associated with image forming inherent to 
each of said plurality of image forming apparatuses, including storing a graphic 
layout of an operation panel of all of theSplurality of image forming apparatuses; 
means for reporting a result of said search; and 

means for transmitting information itemVassociated with image forming 
inherent to one image forming apparatus that is selected from among said image 
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fonrung apparatuses according to said result of said search by a user through said 
client computer, 

wherein said client computer includes: 

means for displaying said result of said search; 

means for entermg a user selection for selecting one image forming apparatus 
from among said image forhiing apparatuses according to said result of said search; 

means for receiving infommtion items associated with image forming inherent 
to said one image forming apparatus\elected by said user selection, including the 
graphic layout of the operation panel of s^d one image forming apparatus selected; 
and 

means for entering an image forming executWi instruction and requirements 
for image forming corresponding to said information iteh^s associated with image 
forming inherent to said one selected ima ge formin g apparatus 



- 43\(Amended) A method of controlling a network image forming, comprising the 
steps of: 

storing inforrhation items associated with image forming inherent to each of a 
plurality of image forminkapparatuses, including storing a graphic layout of an operation 
panel of all of the plurality orimage forming apparatuses connected to a network; 

receiving requirements forvjmage forming from a client computer; 

searching at least one image foxing apparatus satisfying said requirements for image 
forming; 

displaying a result of said searching stefc 
entering a user selection for selecting one irh^ige forming apparatus from among said 
at least one image forming apparatus; 
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